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Greetings Everyone                                Newsletter June 2014 

 

Thank you to all those who commented on the CFIT Safety Bulletin. It seems that our 

interest in accidents is very much alive and well. 

 

In this edition you can read about: 

• Accolade 

• Conference vs Leadership Summit 

• Unit Standards Winching, NVG, HUET 

• Flying in Braille 

• Tail Rotor 

 

Accolade 

 

Congratulations Hannibal.  

 

Highlight for this month is the Queen’s Birthday Honour paid to Sir Richard Hayes. Richard is 

extremely well respected as a NZ helicopter pilot who operates in some of the world’s most 

challenging terrain. He is the quintessential NZ understater – and he’s the real deal. He is 

not a pretender. His record is exemplary and his commitment to his work is legendary. He is 

an absolute professional and the award is extremely well earned. On another level, his 

award puts the NZ helicopter industry in a different light in the eyes of the public and that 

too is a great outcome. 

 

Conference vs Leadership Summit 

 

It is apparent there is a bit of confusion over these names. Let’s be absolutely clear that they 

are ONE AND THE SAME EVENT. All that has happened is that our annual conference has 

been renamed Leadership Summit. 

 

This year’s event is being held at the Wellington Stadium 21
st

 and 22
nd

 July with a training 

day prior on the 20
th

 and a PT6 training day on the 23
rd

. We have been successful in getting 

Hon Nick Smith, Minister of Conservation to address us about the “Battle for the Birds.” As 

mentioned last month the new Rural Fire Standard requires all those pilots carrying out fire 

fighting duties to hold Unit Standard 3285. For those wanting this qualification a course will 

be run at the conference venue on the 20
th

 July. Those wanting to take part please contact 

us to express interest. 

 

A new feature of NZHA Summit will be a session with Phil Maguire, a pilot trainer, who 

wants to explore the standards operators expect from students. So if you have a problem 

with the standards of training you are seeing, here’s a great opportunity to start addressing 

it. 

 



Unit Standards Winching, NVG, HUET 

 

In last year’s shake up when the number of Industry Training Organisations (ITO’s) was 

reduced, aviation found itself under a new ITO called Service IQ. We share this space with, 

travel, retail, hospitality, wholesale, tourism and of course museums. Now it came to pass 

that NZHA heard about some new Unit Standards that Service IQ had developed for the 

helicopter industry. We inquired further and found that three standards were proposed. 

They were for Winching, NVG and HUET. 

 

NZHA supports the development of a HUET standard but the committee felt that winching 

and NVG use were things that pilots undertook at the pinnacle of their careers – not trying 

to do those things at the very start. It is not appropriate to train novice pilots in these skills. 

An example was given to Service IQ where one operator who does a lot of winching and 

NVG will not employ pilots until they have 3000 hours then will not use them in either 

activity until they have undergone extensive training and even then, they are used only on 

selective tasks until sufficient experience is achieved – and that typically takes some years. It 

was felt that in any case a Unit Standard could not be developed that would adequately 

cover the completely different techniques that are required for operating in different 

terrain. For example night flying in the Auckland Region is completely different to night 

flying in Fiordland. 

 

The request to develop these standards came from the training industry and it was only by 

accident that NZHA got to hear of them. We’d be interested to hear your views on this. 

 

Flying in Braille 

 

This article is about IFR/VFR departures from off-airport locations and just before you go ho 

hum, think about some of the night departures we make. How many accidents can you think 

of that have cost lives? 

 

The UK CAA Safety Notice is very UK oriented in terms of the regulations that it refers to but 

we thought the subject may provide some value to local operators who might be carrying 

out IFR departures from off airport locations. 

  

The genesis of this safety notice is a recent multi-fatal loss of a private AW139 in the UK 

during a night IMC departure from a private heliport. 

 

The key points are from the UK CAA’s Safety Notice are summarised below. You can read 

the entire Safety Notice at: http://www.aia.org.nz/site/aianz/SafetyNotice2014006.pdf 

 

The UK CAA’s accepted guidance for heliport/aerodrome operating minima and the aircraft 

commander’s responsibilities for private helicopter flights departing IFR from aerodromes 

not equipped for instrument departures:  

• The VFR visibility minima for helicopters are 1,500 metres by day and 3,000 metres by 

night; a departure in any lesser visibility is by definition a flight in IMC and therefore it is 

required to be flown under IFR.  



• Helicopters conducting Performance Class (PC) 1 IFR departures at night where there are 

no (surface) markings require a minimum take-off RVR/VIS of 800 metres. PC 2 operations 

require a minimum take-off RVR/VIS of 800 metres and for the aircraft to remain clear of 

cloud during the take-off manoeuvre until reaching PC 1 capabilities. These minimum night 

limitations apply at sites that have IFR departure procedures. Where no IFR departure 

procedures have been established, it is recommended that private and aerial work flights 

apply the VFR night visibility minima of 3,000 metres for take-off.  

• It is particularly important to take account of the ability not just to conduct normal 

procedures, but also to safely carry out ‘maximum-performance’ and emergency 

procedures, including rejected take-offs and any other limitations/conditions imposed by 

inoperative equipment.  

• The pilot must ensure that, at a minimum, the AOM at the site are sufficient to meet the 

implied or stated requirements in the flight manual, taking into account the circumstances 

of the planned flight. In establishing the minima, the pilot will need to make a realistic 

assessment of his or her own level of ability, training and currency and relevant experience 

in conducting similar flights.  

• In addition to the technical and environmental factors affecting the aircraft commander’s 

flight decisions, human factors will also invariably exercise an influence – from within and 

outside the cockpit. The pilot should learn to recognise these human factors and to develop 

effective practical methods to overcome their effects.  

 

Tail Rotor 

 

From Benjamin Franklin 

• Never confuse motion with action. 

• Do good to your friends to keep them, to your enemies to win them 

• Creditors have better memories than debtors 

 

Keep it safe out there and as usual, send any feedback to sinclairjg@gmail.com and please 

support our sponsors.  
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Watch this Space 
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